Like Pulling Teeth: Expanding the Oral Health Workforce by Training Physicians in Dental Extractions.
In the United States, vulnerable populations at highest risk for poor oral health are more likely to visit a physician than a dentist. Patients in acute dental pain often present to hospital emergency departments or primary care offices where only palliative care is available. While numerous measures to improve oral health access in the United States are necessary, the authors propose that physician training incorporate techniques in dental diagnosis and primary dental care, including extraction where indicated, to allow providers to deliver definitive dental measures to patients unable to access the dental health care system. These skills will allow primary care providers to improve oral health, and ultimately strengthen ties to oral health providers that will improve patient care.